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Detailed Action 

Status of Claims: 

Claims 1-58 are pending in this Office Action. 

Claims 1, 5-6, 9-10, 13, 15-21, 25-39, 46-48, 51, 53-53, 57 have been amended. 

Claims 1, 4-6, 8-21, 24-58 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Patent No. 6,678,720 by Matsumoto et al. 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable by U.S. Patent No. 
6,678,720 by Matsumoto et al in view of U.S. Publication No. 2002/0108091 by Flanagin et al. 

Claims 2-3, 22-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable by U.S. 
Patent No. 6,678,720 by Matsumoto et al in view of U.S. Publication No. 2001/0044820 by 
Scott. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 9, 29, 34 and 42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 9, 29, 34 and 42 recite the limitation "associated data." 'Associated data' is vague 

and indefinite failing to specifically point out what is it referring to. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed in the amendment filed 5/10/05, have been fully considered 
but they are not persuasive. The reasons are set forth below. 



Application/Control Number: 09/941,582 
Art Unit: 2155 



Page 3 



Applicant's invention as claimed : 

Claims 1, 4-6, 8-21, 24-58 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by U.S. Patent No. 6,678,720 by Matsumoto et al. 

Regarding claim 1, a method for transferring data between a data source and a data sink (Matsumoto: col. 2, lines 
33- line 44), comprising: 

initiating a transfer of an instant message having a first data format compatible with a first instant 
messaging system (Matsumoto: col. 2, lines 38-65); 

transferring said instant message in response to an establishment of a communication channel (Matsumoto: 
col. 2, lines 38-65); 

converting a received instant message to a previously selected second data format compatible with a second 
instant messaging system (Matsumoto: col. 3, lines 45-52; col. 4, lines 49-67; col. 10, lines 13-21); and 

storing said converted instant message in a previously selected location (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 53-56; 
stored at address on the network). 

Regarding claim 4, the method for transferring data according to claim 1, wherein said transferring further 
comprises: 

activating a destination synchronization module in response to the establishment of said communication 
channel (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 38-60; synchronization transfer between two entities); and 

transferring said data in response to said activation of said destination synchronization module (Matsumoto: 
col. 5, lines 50-56). 

Regarding claim 5, the method for transferring data according to claim 1, wherein said converting further comprises: 

providing a plurality of selectable data formats that said first data format and said second data format are 
selected from (Matsumoto: col. 4, lines 49-67; col. 10, lines 12-21). 

Regarding claim 6, the method for transferring data according to claim 1, wherein said storing further comprises: 
providing a plurality of selectable storage locations for storage of said converted instant message (Matsumoto: col. 
5, lines 50-60; address). 

Regarding claim 8, the method for transferring data according to claim 1, further comprising: establishing said 
communication channel over a wired network (Matsumoto: col. 1, lines 44-54). 



Regarding claim 9, a method for transferring chat history (Matsumoto: col. 4, lines 49-67), comprising: 

initiating a transfer of said chat history in a first data format compatible with a first chat system 
(Matsumoto: col. 2, lines 38-65); 

transferring said chat history in response to an establishment of a communication channel in a second data 
format compatible with a second chat system (Matsumoto: col. 2, lines 38-65); 

combining associated data related to said chat history (Matsumoto: col. 7, lines 7-21); and 

determining a destination of said chat history (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 50-60). 

Regarding claim 10, the method for transferring chat history according to claim 9, further comprising: 

converting said chat history to a previously selected second data format in response to said destination 

being a current computing platform (Matsumoto: col. 3, lines 45-52; col. 4, lines 49-67; col. 10, lines 13-21); and 

storing converted chat history in a location previously determined (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 53-56; stored at 

address on the network). 
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Regarding claim 1 1, the method for transferring chat history according to claim 10, further comprising: transmitting 
a completion message in response to completion of said storing (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 57-60). 

Regarding claim 12, the method for transferring chat history according to claim 9, further comprising: 

attempting to connect to a final destination device in response to said destination being said final 
destination device (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 38-60). 

Regarding claim 13, the method for transferring chat history according to claim 12, further comprising: 

transferring said chat history in response to an establishment of a communication channel with said final 

destination device (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 45-52); 

converting received chat history to a previously selected said second data format (Matsumoto: col. 4, lines 

49-68); and 

storing said converted chat history in a previously selected location (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 53-56). 

Regarding claim 14, the method for transferring chat history according to claim 13, further comprising: 

transmitting a completion message in response to completion of said storing (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 57- 

60). 

Regarding claim 15, a method for synchronizing an instant message (Matsumoto: col. 2, lines 33- line 44), 
comprising: 

initiating a transfer of said instant message in a first data format compatible with a first instant messaging 
system (Matsumoto: col. 2, lines 38-65); 

transferring said instant message in response to an establishment of a communication channel in a second 
data format compatible with a second instant messaging system (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 50-60); and 

determining a destination of said instant message (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 53-56; stored at address on the 
network). 

Regarding claim 16, the method for synchronizing an instant message according to claim 15, further comprising: 

converting said instant message to a previously selected said second data format in response to said 
destination being a current computing platform (Matsumoto: col. 3, lines 45-52; col. 4, lines 49-67; col. 10, lines 13- 
21); and 

storing said converted instant message in a location previously determined (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 53-56; 
stored at address on the network). 

Regarding claim 17, the method for synchronizing an instant message according to claim 16, further comprising: 
transmitting a completion message in response to completion of said storing (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 57- 

60). 

Regarding claim 18, the method for synchronizing an instant message according to claim 15, further comprising: 
attempting to connect to another computing platform in response to said destination being said another 
computing platform (Matsumoto: col. 4, lines 49-67; col. 5, lines 38-56). 

Regarding claim 19, the method for synchronizing an instant message according to claim 18, further comprising: 
transferring said instant message in response to an establishment of a communication channel with said 

destination (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 50-60); 

converting a received instant message to a previously selected said second data format (Matsumoto: col. 3, 

lines 45-52; col. 4, lines 49-67; col. 10, lines 13-21); and 

storing said converted instant message data in a previously selected location (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 53- 

56; stored at address on the network). 

Regarding claim 20, the method for synchronizing an instant message according to claim 19, further comprising: 
transmitting a completion message in response to a completion of said storing (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 57-60). 
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Regarding claim 21, an apparatus for synchronizing a chat history (Matsumoto: col. 2, lines 33- line 44), 
comprising: 

an interface adapted to communicate with a destination device (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 46-56; Figure 1; 
col. 7, lines 7-13); 

a memory configured to store said chat history of a messaging program (Matsumoto: col 6, lines 10-12); 

and 

a processor configured to accept a synchronization request (Matsumoto: col 5, lines 38-60; processor is 
inherent in computing devices as described in col. 7, lines 44-51), convert said chat history from a first data format 
compatible with a first chat system into a second data format compatible with a second chat system and to transfer 
said chat history from said memory in response to said an establishment of a communication channel through said 
interface (Matsumoto: col. 3, lines 45-52; col. 4, lines 49-67; col 10, lines 13-21). 

Regarding claim 24, the apparatus for synchronizing a chat history according to claim 21, wherein: said processor is 
further adapted to activate a synchronization module on said destination device in response to said establishment of 
said communication channel and to transfer to said chat history in response to said activation of said synchronization 
module (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 38-60). 

Regarding claim 25, the apparatus for synchronizing a chat history according to claim 24, wherein said 
synchronization module of said destination is adapted to receive said chat history (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 50-56), 
convert said chat history to said second data format (Matsumoto: col. 4, lines 49-67) and to store converted chat 
history in a previously selected location (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 53-56). 



Regarding claim 26, a source device for synchronizing an instant message (Matsumoto: col. 2, lines 33- line 44), 
comprising: 

an interface adapted to communicate with a destination device (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 46-56; Figure 1; 
col. 7, lines 7-13); 

a memory configured to store said instant message of a messaging program (Matsumoto: col. 6, lines 10- 

12); and 

a processor configured to accept a synchronization request (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 38-60; processor is 
inherent in computing devices as described in col. 7, lines 44-5 1), convert said instant message from a first data 
format compatible with a first chat system into a second data format compatible with a second chat system and to 
transfer said instant message from said memory in response to said an establishment of a communication channel 
through said interface (Matsumoto: col. 3, lines 45-52; col. 4, lines 49-67; col. 10, lines 13-21). 

Regarding claim 27, the source device for synchronizing an instant message according to claim 26, wherein said 
processor is adapted to activate a synchronization module on said destination device and to transfer said message 
history in response to an activation of said synchronization module (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 38-60). 

Regarding claim 28, the source device for synchronizing an instant message according to claim 27, wherein said 
synchronization module is adapted to determine a destination for said instant message (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 50- 
60). 

Regarding claim 29, the source device for synchronizing an instant message according to claim 28, wherein said 
synchronization module is further adapted to combine any associated data related to said history into a combined 
instant message (Matsumoto: col. 7, lines 7-21). 

Regarding claim 30, the source device for synchronizing an instant message history according to claim 29, wherein 
said synchronization module is further adapted to transfer said combined instant message to a final destination 
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device in response to said determining of said destination is said final destination device (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 
50-60). 

Regarding claim 3 1, the source device for synchronizing an instant message according to claim 28, wherein said 
synchronization module is further adapted to transfer said instant message to a final destination device in response to 
said determining of said destination is said final destination device (Matsumoto: col. 4, lines 54-62; col. 5, lines 50- 
60). 



Regarding claim 32, a destination device for synchronizing an instant message (Matsumoto: col 2, lines 33- line 
44), comprising: 

an interface adapted to communicate with a source device (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 46-56; Figure 1; col. 7, 
lines 7-13); 

a synchronization module configured to accept said instant message from a source device in response to an 
activation message from said source device (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 50-60); and 

a processor configured to establish a communication channel with said source device through said interface 
in response to a synchronization request at said source device (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 38-60; processor is inherent 
in computing devices as described in col. 7, lines 44-51), convert said instant message from a first data format 
compatible with a first chat system into a second data format compatible with a second chat system and to activate 
said synchronization module to accept said message history from said source device in response to an activation 
message from said source device (Matsumoto: col. 3, lines 45-52; col. 4, lines 49-67; col. 10, lines 13-21). 

Regarding claim 33, the destination device according to claim 32, wherein said synchronization module is adapted 
to determine a destination of said instant message (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 50-60). 

Regarding claim 34, the destination device according to claim 33, wherein said synchronization module is further 
adapted to combine any associated data related to said instant message into a combined instant message 
(Matsumoto: col. 7, lines 7-21). 

Regarding claim 35, the destination device according to claim 34, wherein said synchronization module is further 
adapted to transfer said combined instant message to a final destination device in response to said determining of 
said destination is said final destination device (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 50-60; col. 4, lines 54-67). 

Regarding claim 36, the destination device according to claim 33, wherein said synchronization module is further 
adapted to transfer said instant message to a final destination device in response to said determining of said 
destination is said final destination device (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 50-60). 

Regarding claim 37, the destination device according to claim 33, wherein said synchronization module is further 
configured to convert said instant message to said second data format in response to said determining of said 
destination is said destination device (Matsumoto: col. 3, lines 45-52; col. 4, lines 49-67; col. 10, lines 13-21). 

Regarding claim 38, the destination device according to claim 37, wherein said synchronization module is further 
configured to store said converted instant message in a predetermined location on said destination device 
(Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 50-60). 

Regarding claim 39, a system for synchronizing a chat history (Matsumoto: col. 2, lines 33- line 44), comprising: 
a communication network (Matsumoto: col. 2, lines 54-55); 

a source device configured to transfer said chat history over said communication network (Matsumoto: col. 
5, lines 38-52); 

a destination device configured to received said chat history (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 50-60); 

a source synchronization module associated with said source device (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 50-60); and 
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a destination synchronization module associated with said destination device to convert said chat history 
from a first data format compatible with a first chat system into a second data format compatible with a second chat 
system and to transfer said chat history in response to an activation of said destination synchronization module by 
said source synchronization module (Matsumoto: col. 3, lines 45-52; col. 4, lines 49-67; col. 10, lines 13-21). 

Regarding claim 40, the system for synchronizing a chat history according to claim 39, wherein said source 
synchronization module is further configured to initiate transfer of said chat history in response to receiving a 
synchronization request at said source device (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 38-60). 

Regarding claim 41, the system for synchronizing a chat history according to claim 39, wherein said destination 
synchronization is configured to determine a destination of said chat history (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 38-60). 

Regarding claim 42, the system for synchronizing a chat history according to claim 41, wherein said destination 
synchronization module is further adapted to combine any associated data related to said chat history into a 
combined chat history (Matsumoto: col. 7, lines 7-21). 

Regarding claim 43, the system for synchronizing a chat history according to claim 42, wherein said destination 
synchronization module is further adapted to transfer said combined chat history to a final destination device in 
response to said determining of said destination is said final destination device (Matsumoto: col. 4, lines 54-57; col. 
5, lines 38-60). 

Regarding claim 44, the destination device according to claim 42, wherein said synchronization module is further 
adapted to transfer said chat history to a final destination device in response to said determining of said destination is 
said final destination device (Matsumoto: col. 4, lines 54-57; col. 5, lines 38-60). 

Regarding claim 45, the destination device according to claim 42, wherein said destination synchronization module 
is further configured to convert said chat history to a pre-selected data format in response to said determining of said 
destination is said destination device (Matsumoto: col. 4, lines 54-57; col. 5, lines 38-60). 

Regarding claim 46, the destination device according to claim 45, wherein said destination synchronization module 
is further configured to store said converted chat history in a predetermined location on said destination device 
(Matsumoto: col. 4, lines 54-57; col. 5, lines 38-60). 

Regarding claim 47, a computer readable storage medium on which is embedded one or more computer programs, 
said one or more computer programs implementing a method of transferring an instant message data (Matsumoto: 
col. 5, lines 48-60; col. 16, lines 29-34), said one or more computer programs comprising a set of instructions for: 

initiating a transfer of said instant message data (Matsumoto: col. 2, lines 38-65); 

transferring said instant message data in response to an establishment of a communication channel 
(Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 50-60); 

converting said instant message data in a first instant message data format into a second instant message 
data format, said first instant message data format being compatible with a first instant messaging system and said 
second instant message data format being compatible with a second instant messaging system (Matsumoto: col. 3, 
lines 45-52; col. 4, lines 49-67; col. 10, lines 13-21); and 

determining a destination of said chat history (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 38-60). 

Regarding claim 48, the computer readable storage medium according to claim 47, said one or more computer 
programs further comprising a set of instructions for: 

converting said instant message data to a previously selected data format in response to said destination is a 
current computing platform (Matsumoto: col. 3, lines 45-52; col. 4, lines 49-67; col. 10, lines 13-21); and 

storing said converted instant message data chat history in a location previously determined (Matsumoto: 
col. 5, lines 53-56; stored at address on the network). 
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Regarding claim 49, the computer readable storage medium according to claim 47, said one or more computer 
programs further comprising a set of instructions for: transmitting a completion message in response to a completion 
of said storing (Matsumoto: col 5, lines 50-60). 

Regarding claim 50, the computer readable storage medium according to claim 47, said one or more computer 
programs further comprising a set of instructions for: attempting to connect to said destination in response to said 
destination is not a current computing platform (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 53-56; stored at address on the network). 

Regarding claim 51, a computer readable storage medium on which is embedded one or more computer programs, 
said one or more computer programs implementing a method of transferring a chat history (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 
48-60; col. 16, lines 29-34), said one or more computer programs comprising a set of instructions for: 

transferring said chat history in response to an establishment of a communication channel with said 
destination (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 50-60); 

converting said chat history in a first data format into a previously selected second data format, said first 
data format being compatible with a first chat system and said second data format being compatible with a second 
data format (Matsumoto: col. 3, lines 45-52; col. 4, lines 49-67; col. 10, lines 13-21); and 

storing said converted chat history in a previously selected location (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 50-60). 

Regarding claim 52, the computer readable storage medium according to claim 51, said one or more computer 
programs further comprising a set of instructions for: transrnitting a completion message in response to a completion 
of said storing (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 50-60). 

Regarding claim 53, a computer readable storage medium on which is embedded one or more computer programs, 
said one or more computer programs implementing a method of synchronizing a chat history (Matsumoto: col. 5, 
lines 48-60; col. 16, lines 29-34), said one or more computer programs comprising a set of instructions for: 

initiating a transfer of said chat history in a first data format compatible with a first chat system 
(Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 48-50); 

transferring said chat history in response to an establishment of a communication channel in a second data 
format compatible with a second chat system (Matsumoto: col. 4, lines 49-67); and 

determining a destination of said chat history (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 50-60). 

Regarding claim 54, the computer readable storage medium according to claim 53, said one or more computer 
programs further comprising a set of instructions for: 

converting said chat history to a previously selected data format in response to said destination is a current 
computing platform (Matsumoto: col. 3, lines 45-52; col. 4, lines 49-67; col. 10, lines 13-21); and 

storing said converted chat history in a location previously determined (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 50-60). 

Regarding claim 55, the computer readable storage medium according to claim 54, said one or more computer 
programs further comprising a set of instructions for: transrnitting a completion message in response to a completion 
of said storing (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 50-60). 

Regarding claim 56, the computer readable storage medium according to claim 54, said one or more computer 
programs further comprising a set of instructions for: attempting to connect to said destination in response to said 
destination is not a current computing platform (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 53-56; stored at address on the network). 

Regarding claim 57, the computer readable storage medium according to claim 56, said one or more computer 
programs' further comprising a set of instructions for: 

transferring said chat history in response to an establishment of a communication channel with said 
destination (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 38-60); 

converting said chat history to a previously selected data format (Matsumoto: col. 3, lines 45-52; col. 4, 
lines 49-67; col. 10, lines 13-21); and 
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storing said converted message chat data in a previously selected location (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 50-60). 

Regarding claim 58, the computer readable storage medium according to claim 57, said one or more computer 
programs further comprising a set of instructions for: transmitting a completion message in response to a completion 
of said storing (Matsumoto: col. 5, lines 50-60). 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable by U.S. Patent No. 
6,678,720 by Matsumoto et al in view of U.S. Publication No. 2002/0108091 by Flanagin et 
al. 

Regarding claim 7, 

The Matsumoto reference teaches the method for transferring data according to claim 1. 

The Matsumoto reference does not explicitly state a wireless network but does teach a network in the broad 
sense (Matsumoto: col. 7, lines 44-54). 

The Flanagin reference teaches establishing said communication channel over a wireless network 
(Flanagin: page 3, para 25). 

The Flanagin reference further teaches the invention overcomes problems with limited memory on wireless 
and portable devices in order to manage data (Flanagin: page 2, para 21). 

Therefore it would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill in the art to create 
the method of transferring data between a source and destination as taught by Matsumoto while employing wireless 
networks as taught by Flanagin in order to overcome limited memory on wireless and portable devices (Flanagin: 
page 2, para 21). 



Claims 2-3, 22-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable by U.S. 
Patent No. 6,678,720 by Matsumoto et al in view of U.S. Publication No. 2001/0044820 by 
Scott. 

Regarding claim 2, 

The Matsumoto reference teaches the method for transferring data according to claim 1. 

The Matsumoto reference does not explicitly state indicating an unavailability in response to a non- 
establishment of said communication channel. 

The Scott reference teaches indicating an unavailability in response to a non-establishment of said 
communication channel (Scott: page 4, para 40-41). 

The Scott reference further teaches the invention notify the contact person and provide a reason (Scott: 
page 4, para 40-41). 

Therefore it would have been obvious at the time of the invention to one of ordinary skill in the art to create 
the method of transferring data between a source and destination as taught by Matsumoto while indicating 
unavailability as taught by Scott in order to notify specified persons with a reason (Scott: page 4, para 41). 

Claims 3, 22-23 are rejected under the same rationale given above. In the rejections set fourth, the examiner 
will address the additional limitations and point to the relevant teachings of Matsumoto et al and Scott. 

Regarding claim 3, the method for transferring data according to claim 2, further comprising: 

providing a second attempt of establishing said communication channel in response to said unavailability 
(Scott: page 4, para 41; repeated attempts). 

Regarding claim 22, the apparatus for synchronizing a chat history according to claim 21, wherein: 

said processor is further configured to report unavailability of said destination device in response to an non- 
establishment of said communication channel (Scott: page 4, para 40-41). 

Regarding claim 23, the apparatus for synchronizing a chat history according to claim 21, wherein: 
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said processor is further configured to provide a second attempt of establishing said communication 
channel in response said unavailability of destination device (Scott: page 4, para 41). 

REMARKS 

The Applicant Argues : 

Applicant argues with respect to claims 1, 4-6, 8-20 and 53-58 that Matsumoto fails to 
disclose or suggest transferring an instant message and a chat history in a second data format 
compatible with a second messaging system and converting an instant message and a chat history 
from a first data format. . . as recited in the amended claims. 

In response, the examinerrespectfully submits: 

The Matsumoto reference does teach the claim limitation. Matsumoto teaches message 
history is stored on a virtual space in a storage means. Using conversion means to convert 
"message history" which is a type or format of data i.e. text data to converted voice data, 
illustration to follow. Matusmoto teaches that if the receiving device is a telephone, the format of 
the data being text or fax is converted to voice data and is sent to the telephone set (Matsumoto: 
col. 4, lines 49-67). If the first device is a fax machine, it is converts the message history to 
image data and sends it. The broad claim language allows Matsumoto and the other prior art to 
read openly on the claims. 

Applicant argues with respect to claim 7, is allowable for the above reasons and because 
Flanagin does not teach or disclose any type of the instant message have differing formats. 
In response , the examiner_respectfully submits: 

The Flanagin reference is not relied upon to teach that cited portion. Flanagin is merely 
cited to teach the limitation of establishing a connection over a wireless network (Flanagin: page 
3, para 25). Claim 7 is unpatentable for the same reasons as mentioned above. The combination 
of Matsumoto in view of Flanagin provides motivation to combine and covers the claimed 
limitations. 
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With respect to claims 2, 3, 22 and 23, applicant argues are allowable for the same 
reasons above and that the Scott reference does not teach type of the messages having differing 
data formats. 

In response, the examinerrespectfiilly submits: 

The Matsumoto reference teaches the cited limitations about converting formats of data 
between entities as illustrated above. The Scott reference teaches indicating an unavailability in 
response to a non-establishment of said communication channel (Scott: page 4, para 40-41) with 
retrying to establishing the connection. Scott is not relied upon to teach the converting the 
formats of data. The Matsumoto reference teaches the plurality of formats of data whether it is 
text, voice, fax or image data with the conversion image. The combination of Matsumoto in view 
of Scott teaches the claimed invention with motivation. 

PRIOR ART 

U.S. Patent No. 6,549,937 teaches a multi-protocol communication for instant messages 
traveling between different protocol services and for conversion of the message at an application 
level. 

U.S. Patent No. 5,848,134 teaches a message exchanged in read time between a computer 
and telephone and teaches the conversion. 

U.S. Patent No. 6,594,693 teaches an email protocol and messaging system where 
messages and history are conferenced, stored, and converted. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
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the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Benjamin R. Bruckart whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3982. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:30PM with every other Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on (571) 272-4006. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Benjamin R Bruckart 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2155 



brb 




